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EXAMINER'S STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the Preliminary Amendment filed on 1 1/20/03. Claims 1 , 4 
and 5 have been canceled, and claim 2 has been amended accordingly. 

2. Claims 2, 3 and 6 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art of record does not disclose or render obvious a motivation to provide for an 
automobile transmission as defined by the limitations of claim 2, including a transmission case 
accommodating a main shaft, a counter shaft, a drive shaft and a front differential, an extension 
case connected to the rear end of the transmission case for accommodating a center differential, 
which distributes a driving force to front and rear wheels, wherein the counter shaft is provided 
below and in parallel with the main shaft, the drive shaft is provided below and in parallel with 
the counter shaft, the front differential is provided at a front end of the drive shaft, the center 
differential is provided at a rear end of the counter shaft. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Cited Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: Hirayabu'134, Matsumoto'437, Umemoto'580, Kobayashi'305, and Fukui et al/005 
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which each shows a transmission for a four-wheel- drive vehicle including a main shaft, a counter 
shaft, a front differential, and a rear differential. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ha D. Ho whose telephone number is (703) 305-0738. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 
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